
Jace Tunnell earned a master's degree 
in Marine Biology from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi in 2001 and 
now works for our friends at Harte 
Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico 
Studies at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. Mr. Tunnell is in charge 
of getting the community involved and 
informed when it comes to all things 
marine conservation, water quality and 
environmental science. He is the founder 
of a citizen science project called 
Nurdle Patrol that tracks plastic pellet 
concentrations internationally. Nurdle 
Patrol was created to raise awareness 
of plastics in the ocean and develop 
new laws based on their findings to 
protect our ocean from further plastic 
pollution. He also directs and produces 
a video series called "Beachcombing," 
documenting the unique (and sometimes 
crazy) items he finds washed up along 
the Gulf of Mexico beaches. Tunnell 
doesn't just produce this show to find 
fun beach treasures, his adventures 
also help track what creatures are in 
the ocean at certain times and how we 
can find ways to make sure they stay 
healthy.

A. 		 Safety light from a life ring
B. 	 Black drum fish skull
C. 	 Deep water buoy
D. 	 Cow tooth
E. 	 Atlantic cockle
F. 	 Lotus seed pod
G. 	 Vintage glass float
H. 	 Female deer skull
I. 	 Mermaid statue
J. 	 Banded sea star
K. 	 Long lost baby doll
L. 	 Dolphin vertebrae
M. 	Sea heart sea bean
N. 	 Prosthetic leg
O. 	 Brainfruit or monkey’s brain
P. 	 Skeleton of a "by the wind sailor" 
Q. 	 Cow fish
R. 	 A safe
S. 	 American eel
T. 	 Sixteen messages in a bottle

When Tunnell is off duty and not 
patrolling for nurdles, he can still 
be found on the beach engaging in 
one of his favorite pastimes: being 
a dad. He instills his love for the 
beach in his daughter Parker and 
his son Jack. Tunnell encourages 
his children to explore the beach 
environment. They attend turtle 
releases, learn about sea creatures, 
and of course, hunt for nurdles and 
beach treasures!

Tunnell continues to see every day 
as a new opportunity to teach 
his followers, supporters, and the 
public something new. He believes 
in a future of stronger regulations 
to protect against nurdle spills and 
a change in human behavior that 
includes using less plastic in day-
to-day life, especially single-use 
plastics.

MATCH THE ITEM NAME BELOW 
WITH THE CORRECT CRAZY FIND 
OR COOL CREATURE FROM THE 
NEXT PAGE!  (Answers on page 2)

These tiny pellets, called nurdles, 
are the building blocks of nearly 
everything plastic. They are melted 
down and molded into desirable 
plastic goods, including single-use 
plastics, such as water bottles, 
grocery bags, utensils, and straws. 
Despite the fact that nurdles have 
been reported on beaches and in the 
stomachs of wildlife since the early 
1970s, nurdles have escaped public 

attention as a contributing factor to 
the plastic pollution crisis. Tunnell is 

bringing nurdles into the spotlight, and 
he has a sea of supporters.

But many times he’s not there to swim, build sandcastles, or 
fish — he’s hunting for whatever the tide washes up. 

From marine life, to man-made, and everything in between...Jace Tunnell finds it all washed up on the beach. 
Here are just a few samples of what he’s found lately...can you guess the names of all these wild treasures?MR. JACE TUNNELL

Father, Scientist, Conservationist, and 
Beachcombing Enthusiast

THIS GUY  
GOES TO THE 
BEACH. A LOT.
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1. 	D
2. 	A
3. 	J
4. 	M
5. 	C
6. 	K

7. 	E
8. 	L
9. 	T
10. G
11. 	O

12. P
13. H
14. N
15. Q
16. F

17. 	I
18. R
19. S
20. B


