


ON THE COVER >>
A giant arapaima 
being released back 
into the Amazon river 
basin in Guyana (South 
America) after being 
caught with a fly rod.

Jungle Fish
The story of how a monster fish, Indifly, Costa Sunglasses 
and fly fishing came together to save a village.

Kids Making a Difference
What some are doing to play an important role in creating 
and restoring our natural resources.

Fun Stuff!
Word search, knot tying, origami and a building set any CCA 
member would love!

The Texas Brigade Experience
An article by a kid, for kids.
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The Texas Brigades, a wildlife-focused leadership 
development program for high school youth (ages 
13-17), has a mission “to educate and empower 
youths with leadership skills and knowledge in 
wildlife, fisheries, and land stewardship to become 

conservation ambassadors for a sustained natural resource 
legacy.”  There are six separate Brigade camps: Bobwhite 
Brigade, Buckskin Brigade, Bass Brigade, Waterfowl Brigade, 
Ranch Brigade, and Coastal Brigade.  In July 2015 I was 
fortunate to be a participant in the 10th Battalion of the Bass 
Brigade and then last summer I was part of the 1st Battalion 
of the Coastal Brigade.  The cadets had a saying in the camps 
– “the hardest week you’ll ever love” – and that is the absolute 
truth. Whether you are 13 or 17, the cadets are treated like 
adults and they are expected to work and act like adults. We 
made a lot of new friends.  And we had a lot of fun.
The two programs that I participated in provided me with 
a unique perspective on the stewardship of our natural 
resources.  The emphasis of the Bass Brigades included 
discussions on how to manage our inland fisheries.  We 
learned about watershed management, and how to sample 
fish populations by electroshocking. There are a couple of 
ways to electroshock fish so that when they come near the 
electricity, they are stunned just long enough to scoop the 
fish with a net and put it in a bucket for population sampling.  
We also conducted water quality tests on the nearby lake, 
and evaluated the results. We learned about aquatic plant 
species and their habitats. Every day during the camp, we 
would get a short presentation on an aquatic plant and were 
taught tons of information. By the end of the camp we could 
identify them outdoors, know whether they were invasive or 
not, and what their role in the ecosystem is. We also learned 
about fish biology and on the first day we had a lengthy 
anatomy activity in which we dissected fish and learned 
about their internals. We also learned about the different 
types of scales on a fish, and their fins. 

The Coastal Brigade focused on the coastal ecosystem and 
much of our work and discussion at the camp examined just 
how interrelated and balanced everything in the coastal 
environment is.  It was extremely interesting to learn how 
important oysters are to water quality.  If oysters are 
overfished, eventually water quality will suffer, which then 
impacts fish populations, such as redfish, and birds.  If 
oysters are depleted over an extended period of time, it 
is possible to destroy the coastal ecosystem.  Since every 
fish, every plant, and every organism has a role to play in 
maintaining the balance of the ecosystem, the unintended 
consequences of one action, such as over-fishing oysters, can 
have significant and very long-lasting effects on the entire 
ecosystem. There are countless numbers of different aquatic 
species that need to be managed correctly in order for the 
ecosystem to be sustainable. 
At both camps we had instruction from experts on spin, 
bait, and fly fishing as well as instruction on how to tie flies.  
There were fishing tournaments and friendly competitions 
for a number of very nice prizes that were donated by some 
great companies.  It was a lot of fun to meet new people who 
share an interest in being outdoors and actively participate in 
fishing and hunting.
Each Brigade focuses on leadership, team-building, and 
communication skills which is important because we need 
people who not only understand the problems, but can 
also communicate, lead, and work with others in order 
to effectively balance the use of resources with proper 
stewardship. The Brigade program encourages conservation-
minded youths to advocate for the proper care of local 
environments. As I learned at both camps, “anyone can count 
the seeds in an apple, but no one can count the apples in 
a seed.”  Every cadet that attends a Brigade camp has an 
infinite ability to positively influence how we use our natural 
resources.  
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IT WAS A BUSY 2017 FOR KIDS INVOLVED CCA MARYLAND’S LIVING REEF ACTION CAMPAIGN - an educational and 
restoration campaign that offers a variety of opportunities for schools and kids to play a role in oyster restoration. 
Students from 4th grade through 12th grade across the state participated in a variety of conservation opportunities 
that allowed them to play an important role in creating and restoring our natural resources.

WHAT HAVE THESE KIDS HELPED THE LIVING REEF ACTION CAMPAIGN ACCOMPLISH SINCE 2015?
· Completed more than $250,000 in Chesapeake Bay habitat restoration projects
· Created more than 350 reef balls that are creating reef habitat for more than 600,000 juvenile oysters
· Recycled more than 300,000 oyster shells 
· Have helped plant more than 3 million oysters through spat on shell restoration
· Engaged more than 1,000 students in building reef ball habitat for oyster restoration
· Received of the “Project of the Year” award from Carroll County’s Environmental Advisory Council
· Received the “Outstanding Community Leadership” Award from the Maryland Recycling Network
· AND MORE! Visit www.ccamd.org or or www.buildingconservation.org to learn more about what kids 
like you are doing to make a difference!
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1. Double your line to make 
a loop, then push the loop 
through the eye of your 
hook.

2. Tie a loose overhand knot.

3. Pass the loop around the 
end of the hook.

4. Pull on the line to tighten.

5. Trim the loose end of the 
line if necessary.
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The perfect 
Lego© set for any 

CCA member! This old 
fishing store owned by 
a guy named Anton has 
so many little details 
it’s hard to count them 
all - four minifigures, 
fishing gear, seagulls, a 
cat, telescope, TNT, and 
more! It’s a big set so 
it’s a perfect project for 
mom and dad to join 
in too. We love this set 
because it’s so realistic, 
fishing-themed and of 
course hours of fun to 
assemble! 

That 
was 
FUN!

That 
was 
FUN!
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