


ON THE COVER: 
CCA member and experienced angler, Charlie Drost, 
12,  with a nice tripletail caught in Lake Calcasieu, 
Louisiana. Notice something has taken a bite out of his 
caudal (tail) fin! Ouch! Photo by Will Drost.

All About Tripletail
Next time you think you see a piece of floating trash 
while fishing, take another look...

That is a Weird Fish!
You don’t usually think of pancakes or bats when talking 
about fish, but this species changes all that.

Bye-Bye Old Traps
Abandoned, or derelict, crab traps create big problems 
for marine life, habitat, fishermen and boaters. 

Activities and Games
Test your skills and solve fun puzzles!

MORE Kids Fishin’
Kids from all over the nation show off their trophies.
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Tripletail are also unique in that they are commonly found floating 
on their side near surface objects such as seaweed, driftwood, pilings, 
and buoys. Anglers often mistake the fish for floating trash. 

Other Names :	
Blackfish, Drift Fish,     
Buoy Fish

Range & Habitat : 
The tripletail is found 
Gulfwide in all offshore waters 
and occasionally in saline bays. 
It is a surface or near-surface fish, 
very often found near floating debris 
or seaweed, pilings, and buoys.

Identification & Biology :	
The body of this fish is almost as broad as it is long, 
giving it an almost square side profile. Color is a 
mottled brown or olive above, shading to olive-yellow 
below. The head is dish-shaped, and the elongated 
rear lobes of the dorsal and anal fin, combined with 
the tail fin, give the fish the appearance of having 
three tails.

They calmly float and 
wait for food but 

when prey is 
sighted, they 
move with 
lightning speed 
to strike it. Also, 
when they take 

a hook, they are 
very hard fighters. 

It is known that they 
can live up to 10 years, 

grow fast, and can breed by 
one year of age. 

Average-sized females of 25 inches will produce 
4,000,000 to 8,000,000 eggs per year. 

Tripletail almost exclusively eat finfish, including 
thread herring, menhaden, butterfish, spot, 
anchovies, and croakers.

Size : 
Although tripletails can grow to over 40 pounds, 
they average 3 to 15 pounds.

Food Value : 
Very good eating!

4



5

The juveniles 
are mottled 
with yellow, 
brown and 

black.

The tripletail has a wide 
body, with a triangular-

shaped head, small 
eyes and  large 

mouth.

Tripletail are found in several 
countries worldwide.
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T
his bottom-dwelling species was discovered in 2010 and is 
among only 70 or so species that live entirely in the Gulf of 
Mexico. The population of these fish is not known. However, 

in one trial net dredging, of 100,000 fish, only three were Louisiana 
pancake batfish.

Pancake batfish got their name because of the flat, round 
shape of their bodies and the way they scurry across the sea 

floor like little crawling vampire bats. Their pelvic fins act like 
feet, complete with little hook-like elbows for hopping along 

the sea floor. They are about two inches in 
length and their bodies are covered in 
cone-like scales known as tubercles, which 
have small spines, making the fish look like 

it is covered in coarse hair.

They feed on invertebrates, and use chemical lures 
to catch prey. The Louisiana pancake 
batfish possesses a fleshy structure at 
the end of the snout which is also used 
to lure in prey. 

Its small mouth is situated on the underside 
of the body,  the eyes of this species are set close 

together on the top of the head, and the small, round gill 
openings are located at the base of the pectoral fins. The 

Louisiana pancake batfish also has a small dorsal fin 
on the top of its tail.

actual 
size!

These fish can 
fit within the 
palm of your 
hand and are 
about as thick 

as a pancake. 
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What is a derelict trap?
A derelict crab trap is defined as any trap that is not being actively 

fished and tended and may range from a crushed and barnacle-

encrusted old trap without a line and buoy to a fairly new trap 

with a line and buoy. 

Where do they come from?
Derelict traps may originate from:  accidental loss of 

actively fished traps due to tides, currents or storm 

surges; weathering of buoys or lines; clipping of buoy 

lines by vessel propellers; displacement of traps caught in 

shrimp gear; intentional cutting of buoy lines by vandals; 

abandonment of fishable traps by fishermen who leave the 

fishery; and improper disposal of old, unfishable traps. 

What is the issue? 
Derelict traps are capable of fishing continuously for many months, 

if not years, after they have been lost. This unattended fishing by 

crab traps is often referred to as “ghost fishing.”

Lost traps have also been a problem for boaters and fishermen. 

The abandoned traps get tangled in their motors and fishing 

gear and they often end up with costly repairs or loss of 

valuable fishing time. These traps may also be damaging 

marine habitat, such as sea grasses. Additionally, these old, 

neglected traps are ugly -  removing them helps make our 

waters even more beautiful.

What is the solution?
Visionary conservationist Ronnie Luster of Houston, Texas pioneered 

a program that partnered the state with local anglers and 

conservationists to remove abandoned traps. Now in every state that 

has bays where derelict traps can be found, there are annual crab 

trap clean-ups (or round-ups or rodeos) run by local organizations 

and the state. Thankfully every year this problem is becoming 

smaller thanks to the thousands of volunteers working hard to make 

a positive difference in the health of our bays and estuaries.
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Improved Clinch Knot Tying:
Pass the end of the line through the 
eye. Wrap it around the standing 
end about five complete turns. 
Pass the end back through the loop 
beside the eye. Then pass the end 
under the final turn. Tighten the 
knot and trim the end.
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